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Mythology of Our Current Condition of Life - Greece

Over the course of a two-month Residency at the Institute, Danish 
artist and thinker Helene Lundbye Petersen has brought her philo-
sophical artwork into dialogue with some of Greece’s most mythic 
sites. With the permission of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and 
Sports and the Hellenic Olympic Committee, she has performed five 
of her handwritten books for iconic Ancient Greek locations. 

The Blue Book - Ode to Wisdom was performed for the Temple of 
Hephaestus and Athena at the foot of the Acropolis. 

The Orange Book - Ode to Pleasure was performed for the Davelis 
Cave of Pan at Mount Penteli.

The Red Book - Ode to Battle was performed for the Panathenaic 
Olympic Stadium in Athens.

The Green Book - Ode to Love was performed for the coast below the 
Temple of Poseidon at Sounio.

The Yellow Book - Ode to Balance was performed for the Temple of 
Apollo at Delphi. 

These five books form a series titled Mythology of Our Current 
Condition of Life. Each book follows a Goddess who symbolises a 
fundamental aspect of the human experience: Wisdom, Pleasure, 
Battle, Love, and Balance. Confronted with the trials of globalisa-
tion, each Goddess comes to understand that the world is changing, 
and that she must, too. By performing these five books in symbolic 
locations, Lundbye Petersen invites audiences to look upon antiquity 
with new eyes and connect with the fundamental aspects of life that 
they represent. 



Symposium Speakers

Dr. Jenifer Niels
Director, The American School of Classical Studies at Athens 

Professor Jenifer Neils is the Director of the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens. She completed her Ph.D. in art and 
archaeology at Princeton University in 1980. For three decades 
she taught classical art and archaeology and published numerous 
books on ancient Greek sculpture and painting. She also organized 
two major exhibitions on the Panathenaic festival and childhood in 
Ancient Greece, and has excavated at archaeological sites in northern 
Italy, Sicily, and Greece.

Dr. Kristina Winther-Jacobsen
Director, The Danish Institute at Athens

Kristina Winther-Jacobsen is a landscape archaeologist and ceramo-
logist. Her main interest is the ways that humans have settled the 
landscape and exploited its resources through time. She completed 
her Ph.D. in classical archaeology at Cambridge University in 2008. 
Dr. Winther-Jacobsen is on leave from her position as lecturer in 
classical archaeology at the Saxo-Institute, University of Copenha-
gen, where she was deputy-director of the Saxo-Institute in 2012-15.
Currently she directs the survey of The Ancient Sikyon Project, a 
multidisciplinary, Danish-Greek research project financed by the 
Carlsberg Foundation, directed by Silke Müth-Frederiksen, Na-
tional Museum and Konstantinos Kissas, Ephorate of Antiquities 
of Corinth. She has also held research positions at the University of 
Aarhus and the National Museum, Copenhagen.



Dr. Nektarios-Petros Yioutsos 
Post-Doctoral Researcher, University of Athens

Nektarios-Petros Yioutsos is Post-Doctoral Researcher at the 
University of Athens where his current project is the Archaeo-
acoustic Research of caves dedicated to Pan and the Nymphs. Dr. 
Yioutsos graduated from the University of Ioannina Department of 
History and Archaeology in 2003 and completed his Ph.D. there in 
2012. He has participated in many excavations with the University 
of Ioannina and the Hellenic Ministry of Culture and is currently 
working on the NSRF Enhancement Project of the Small Theatre of 
ancient Ambracia in Arta. Dr. Yioutsos has also studied piano per-
formance and composition at the Philippos Nakas Conservatorium 
in Athens and participated in many concerts in Greece and abroad. 

This event was made possible by the kind support of The Danish 
Institute at Athens and the Embassy of Denmark, Greece. 



About the Artist

Helene Lundbye Petersen is an international artist and thinker based 
in Copenhagen. She holds an MA in Art History and Communica-
tion Studies from the University of Copenhagen and Roskilde Uni-
versity. She has worked with independent artistic projects, galleries, 
and cultural institutions like Haus der Kulturen der Welt in Berlin 
and the Liverpool Biennial. Her academic work has been published 
by the likes of Bloomsbury and JRP Ringier. She spent over three 
years as a Studio Manager for Studio Olafur Eliasson before begin-
ning her own artistic practice.

The Artwork of Helene Lundbye Petersen

Helene Lundbye Petersen works from the premise that we are faced 
with a new human condition. She has spent the last seven years 
creating a series of 11 handwritten books titled Colour Spectrum of 
11 Spaces wherein each book is dedicated to an existential theme 
and tied to a Colour. Mythology of Our Current Condition of Life is a 
sub-series within this larger work. 

Lundbye Petersen seeks to draw awareness to these 11 elemental 
‘Spaces’ physically, intellectually, sensuously, and emotionally using 
a range of artistic media. Thus far this has included painting, instal-
lation, photography, and performance. She offers her work and her 
language of Colours as a new foundation for being human. 

More on the artist and her work can be found at: 

helenelundbyepetersen.com
whitepageproject.com




